In our paper we described the construction of a full-length infectious cDNA clone of rabbit hepatitis E virus. Subsequent studies in our laboratory have found the existence of an additional BglII restriction enzyme site, which was not supposed to be present in the viral genome. The BglII enzyme happens to be the enzyme that was used to linearize the rabbit HEV cDNA clone, and therefore because of this additional BglII restriction site in the viral genome, linearization with BglII would not result in a full-length viral genome.
In our paper we described the construction of a full-length infectious cDNA clone of rabbit hepatitis E virus. Subsequent studies in our laboratory have found the existence of an additional BglII restriction enzyme site, which was not supposed to be present in the viral genome. The BglII enzyme happens to be the enzyme that was used to linearize the rabbit HEV cDNA clone, and therefore because of this additional BglII restriction site in the viral genome, linearization with BglII would not result in a full-length viral genome. This finding raises concerns about the infectivity data reported in this manuscript which the authors are currently investigating. For this reason, we retract the paper which appeared online ahead of print and apologize for the inconvenience caused to readers. This retraction was agreed by all authors and the Editor-in-Chief for the journal.
